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Sir: 



In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.96-1.97 and M.P.E.P. § 609, 
applicants, through their attorneys, hereby bring to the attention of the Examiner the references 
listed on the attached Form PTO 1449. Copies of the references are enclosed for the 
convenience of the Examiner. 

All the Japanese references are accompanied by English language abstracts and are cited 
in the International Search Report of applicant's corresponding International Application. This 
Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the U.S. national phase 
application. 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, 
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and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on 



any patent to issue therefrom. 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 



HISAYOSHI FUJIMOTO et al. 




MichaeLD. Bednarek 
Registration No. 32,329 



SHAWPITTMAN 
3200 N Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037-1 128 
Tel: 202/663-8906 



Date: January 22, 2001 



Document* 1002050 v. 1 



-2- 



